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Abstract: Sustainable Futures Day was conceived as an event to inform and educate the Parkes Shire 
community about renewable and sustainable energy options to reduce their ecological footprint and costs. 
The event targeted urban residents as well as rural landowners and farmers. The centerpiece of the event 
was a round of presentations by experts from government and academia. These included speakers from the 
Institute for Sustainable Futures, Office of the Environment and Heritage, Central West Catchment 
Management Authority and the Lachlan Catchment Management Authority. Representatives also manned 
stalls to provide extra details and answer attendee’s questions. A major component of the event was the 
launch of Council's Photovoltaic Bulk Procurement Project (or the Parkes Solar Communities Project), which 
involves Council coordinating a bulk purchase of photovoltaic panels, passing the savings onto residents.   
 
Background: 
Community and internal consultation undertaken by Council identified a lack of knowledge of sustainability 
and renewable energy. Many in the community were largely unsure who to talk to and how to access 
information about renewable energy technology. Additionally many residents expressed skepticism that 
renewable energy technology could benefit them, their businesses or properties.  
 
The Sustainable Futures Day event was created to assist in achieving the following objectives:   
 
1. To improve environmental outcomes in the Parkes Shire community   
2. To increase community knowledge of renewable energy and sustainability  
3. To inform residents of realistic renewable energy and sustainability options for their home or property.   
4. To educate Shire residents about strategies and technologies they can use to reduce their footprint and 

associated energy costs.  
5. To launch Council's Photovoltaic Bulk Procurement Project     
 
The Sustainable Futures Day provided an ideal platform to launch the Parkes Solar Communities Project.    
The Parkes Solar Communities Project is an initiative created in partnership with Central NSW Councils 
(CENTROC). It involves the purchasing of bulk quantities of photovoltaic systems as community members 
combine their purchasing power to acquire systems at a significantly reduced cost.  
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Implementation: 
Preparation began four months prior to the event. The following steps were followed: 
 

1. Council first formed a steering committee consisting of the Manager of Governance, Community 
Engagement Officer, Grants Officer and the Sustainability Programs Manager for Central NSW 
Councils (CENTROC).  

2. Financial support was secured from CENTROC, the Office of the Environment and Heritage and the 
Central West Catchment Management Authority.    

3. Council then sought and confirmed speakers for the event. These included CENTROC, the Office for 
Environment and Heritage, the Institute for Sustainable Futures, Central Western Catchment 
Management Authority and the Lachlan Catchment Management Authority. In seeking speakers and 
contributors, Council tailored the event to appeal to all sectors of the Shire Community.   

4. Community interest was generated prior to the event through three competitions for school students 
aged 5-8, 8-13 and 13-18 years. The winners were announced during the event. In addition the 
school of the winning entrant in each category was awarded $500 towards a renewable 
energy/climate change project to be implemented at the school.  
 

The event was marketed using local print media, such as Parkes' major newspaper, the Champion Post and 
radio.  As the first event of its kind in the Parkes region it was decided that competitions were necessary to 
create extra community interest. A substantial 'lucky door prize' that all adult attendees were automatically 
entered into was a 1.6kW solar photovoltaic system.  

 
The project budget was $14,500. Of this amount event partners and sponsors contributed the following:  

• Central NSW Councils - $7,500  
• Office of Environment and Heritage - $2,000  
• Central West Catchment Management Authority - $2,000   
• The remaining $3,000 was provided by Council.     

 
Outcomes: 
The event has been judged highly successful due to high attendance as well as a high numbers of 
expressions of interests for the Parkes Solar Communities Project. The event was attended by over 100 
community members. This is significantly higher than prior estimates of between 60 to 80 people. The level 
of attendance is considered a great achievement, especially considering that this is the first event of it's kind 
to be held in the shire.  Council made no distinctions on those allowed to attend the event. On the day many 
who attended were from neighboring shires. 
  
To improve Council's environmental outcomes, staff utilised the event to discuss Council’s own operations 
with visiting representatives of the Institute for Sustainable Futures and the Office for the Environment and 
Heritage.   
 
There are over 200 expressions of interests registered for Council's Solar Communities Project. Even if only 



 

 

70% of those who submitted a EOI commit to the initiative that will mean an uptake of at least 150kW worth 
of additional solar systems across the region. Council will continue to measure the improved environmental 
outcomes through the future uptake of the Solar Communities Project and continued interest in renewable 
energy strategies by community members  

 
Future: 
As a result of Sustainable Futures Day Council has re-evaluated (upwards) its estimates of community 
awareness in sustainability and renewable energy technology. The event demonstrated that Council had 
significantly under-estimated levels of curiosity about renewable energy technology. Now, with a more 
accurate picture of community interest, Council can improve its efforts to inform and empower Shire 
residents.       
 
Council intends to hold a Sustainable Futures Day event again in 2013. As the first event of its kind in the 
region the impact of the day is being closely monitored. Also being closely watched is the interest in 
Council's Solar Communities Project, through which the benefits of the event will continue to manifest over 
the following 12 months.     
 
Now that proof of concept has been established the project could easily be replicated internally for Council 
staff or even for other regional shires and communities. The success of the project is down to the quality of 
the speakers, their content and the financial support of Council's project partners.    
 
If delivered again Council would ensure more lead time to ensure that partners and contributors were 
confirmed earlier, avoiding uncertainty close to the event. In addition the involvement of young people in the 
event could be increased. In future schools will be approached earlier, before their term calendars are 
finalised.    
 
There is substantial opportunity to increase the scope of the event, inviting more presenters and speakers 
and growing young people involvement. These plans are already being discussed in preparation for the 2013 
Sustainable Futures Day.   
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